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Abstract

The recommendation to transform textutal slides into visual slides often derails
in prettifcation of the slides. This presentation shows some of the mst common
prettification pitfalls that cause obfiscation of the message.

Distribution

This article or presentation is written as part of the Gaudí project. The Gaudí project
philosophy is to improve by obtaining frequent feedback. Frequent feedback is pursued by an
open creation process. This document is published as intermediate or nearly mature version
to get feedback. Further distribution is allowed as long as the document remains complete
and unchanged.
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Prettification Pitfalls

· metaphorication

· beautification

· funnification

· oversimplification

· overstructuring

· overabstraction

Frequent feedback to draft presentations:

“way too much text, visualize”.

Next versions often replace text with non-

functioning visualizations.

The most common pitfalls are:
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Oversimplification, Overstructuring, Overabstraction

bottom layer

middle layer

top layer

foundation

roof

pillars

desirable viable

solution

feasible

The Prettification Pitfall
3 Gerrit Muller

version: 0
December 7, 2025

TPPFoverPitfalls


