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1. Research ethics
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https://www.etikkom.no/en/

The concept of "research ethics" refers to a diverse set of values, 
standards, and institutional arrangements that contribute to 
constituting and regulating scientific activities.

Research ethics also concerns relations among researchers and 
relations between researchers and other people.

https://www.etikkom.no/en/


The Norwegian National Research Ethics Committees

• The National Committee for 

– Medical and Health Research Ethics (NEM)

– Research Ethics in Science and Technology 
(NENT)

– Research Ethics in the Social Sciences and 
the Humanities (NESH)

– Research Ethics on Human Remains

• The National Commission for the Investigation 
of Research Misconduct (GRU)
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Independent agencies for questions regarding research ethics, and investigation of 
misconduct, within all subject areas



The Norwegian legislation and system
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"RINO - Research Integrity in Norway"

• New report on research integrity in 
Norway – 7 300 responders

• https://www.etikkom.no/en/news/ne
ws-archive/news-2018/new-report-on-
research-integrity-in-norway/

– Few know how to handle research
ethical misconduct

– Few have had courses in research
ethics
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https://www.etikkom.no/en/news/news-archive/news-2018/new-report-on-research-integrity-in-norway/


2. The system at USN
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USNs Research ethical framework

• Two main purposes
– to promote good research ethics

– to prevent, uncover and treat all 
unwanted behaviour in research at USN

• Three main elements
– research ethical reflection points

– plan for institutional implementation of 
research ethics

– mandate for and process of the research 
integrity committee 
(redelighetsutvalget)
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Research ethical reflection points

• Openness and academic freedom

• Honesty and respect

• Integrity and truthful research practice

• Research collaboration

• Publishing and co-authorship

• Social responsibility

• Professional responsibility and quality 
of research

• Competence

• Commissioned research
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How to handle research ethical challenges at USN

• Discuss with
– colleagues
– research groups
– leader

• Guidance
– Department of Research and Internationalisation
– Norwegian National Research Ethics Committees
– Regional Committees for Medical and Health 

Research Ethics (REK)
– Norwegian Social Science Data Service (NSD) 

• Assessment
– Vice rector of research Jarle Bjerkholt
– the research integrity committee
– Examination Committee of the Research Ethics 

Committees
12



3. Plagiarism
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Plagiarism occurs when you use others' text, ideas, wording, 
images etc. without making the necessary citations.

https://bibliotek.usn.no/cite-and-write/plagiarism/

https://bibliotek.usn.no/cite-and-write/plagiarism/


4. GDPR – the General Data Protection Regulation
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The EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)

• Came into Force 25. mai 2018

• Focus on the protection of personal data and the free movement of such data:

– Harmonise privacy legislation throguhout the EU/EEA

– Make it easier to share data across borders

– Update the legislation in order to make Europe fit for the digital age

– Ensure consisten high-level data protection

– Guarantee legal certainty and establish a foudation of trust by provding citizens’ rights to 
privacy.

• Along with the Norwegian Personal Data Act and Health Research Act, this regulations govern
the processing (holding or using) of personal data in Norway

• Datatilsynet is the Norwegian regulator
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What are personal data?

• Personal data are information that can be used to identify individual persons:

– directly through name, personal identification number, or other unique personal 
identifiers

– indirectly through a combination of background information, such as place of residence or 
institutional affiliation, age, gender, occupation, diagnosis, etc.

– by being traceable to an e-mail or IP address (e.g. online surveys)

– through a number that is linked to a list of names (scrambling key)

• Sensitiv data/ special categories of personal data

– Information relating to racial or ethnic origin, political opinions, religious or philosophical 
beliefs, trade-union membership, health, sex life or sexual orientation, or genetic or 
biometric data for the purpose of uniquely identifying a natural person.

– Data relating to criminal convictions and offences are treated similarly.
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http://www.nsd.uib.no/personvernombud/en/help/research_methods/online_surveys.html
http://www.nsd.uib.no/personvernombud/en/help/vocabulary_.html?id=11


How will you process personal data in your project?

• 'Processing' means any operation or set of 
operations which are performed on 
personal data. This includes collecting, 
recording, organising, storing, sharing, 
publishing personal data. 

– electronically / using electronic devices 
(e.g. by processing text, audio or video 
files on a computer, USB or 
smartphone), and/or

– by manually storing sensitive data that 
are linked to names or personal 
identification numbers
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http://www.nsd.uib.no/personvernombud/en/help/vocabulary_.html?id=12


Is my research project subject to notification to NSD?

• Notification test

• How to carry out a project without notification

• How does the form look? 
http://www.nsd.uib.no/permalink/db78257b-a795-11e8-8f25-
0015c5f28dc0.pdf
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http://www.nsd.uib.no/personvernombud/en/notify/index.html
http://www.nsd.uib.no/personvernombud/en/help/faq.html?id=2
http://www.nsd.uib.no/permalink/db78257b-a795-11e8-8f25-0015c5f28dc0.pdf


USNs handling of GDPR

• All research organisations must specify a lawful basis for data processing.
• USN is obliged to have a Data protection Offiser (DPO)

– DPOs main task is to inform and advice concerning  obligations pursuant to GDPR.
– USNs DPO is Paal Are Solberg personvernombud@usn.no

• USN has an agreement with NSD – Norwegian Centre for Research Data (NSD) 
– NSD assist USN in fulfilling our statutory duties relation to internal control and quality assurance of our 

research activity
– If your research is handling personal data, you are obliged to send a Notification to NSD.
– When you fill out your notification, you have to add both information about USNs DPO and NSD as our 

Data Protection Advicer.
• NB! If your research aims to generate new knowledge about health and disease, you also have to get an 

approval from Regional Comitees for Medical and Health Research Ethics (REC)
• USN has made our own guidelines for handling of personal data, see https://www.usn.no/om-

usn/regelverk/
– Guidelines for processing personal data in student and research projects at the University of South-

Eastern Norway”
– Guidelines for processing audio files in research at USN (only in Norwegian version)
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mailto:personvernombud@usn.no
https://www.usn.no/om-usn/regelverk/


Questions about research ethics at USN?

mette.kammen@usn.no

helga.v.tinnesand@usn.no

forskningsetikk@usn.no
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